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Palestin ian refu gees rep resent th e long est suffering and largest refu gee p opu lation in the w orld
today. In 2005, there were approximately 7.2 million Palestinian refugees, equivalent to 65%
of the en tire Palestin ian p opu lation wh ich is estim ated a t 11 million worldwide. The breakdown
of the refugee popu lation is as follows:
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Du ring the creatio n of th e Zio nist state of Israel in 194 8, ap prox im ately three quarters of a
million P alestinians w ere forced to become refug ees. Together w ith their descenda nts,
more than 4.3 million of these refugees are today registered with the United Nations
wh ile ov er 1.7 million are not. According to The
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA), one-third of the
registered refugee s live in 5 9 U.N .-run ca m ps in
Jordan, Leban on, and S yria, and in the W est
Bank and Gaza Strip sections of Palestine. The
m ajority of the rest live in a nd a roun d cities in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip and of
neighboring countries.Approximately 32,000
Palestin ians a lso beca m e intern ally dis place d in
the areas occup ied in 194 8. Today, these
refugees number approximately 355,000
persons. Despite the fact that they were issued
Israeli citizenship , the Zionist state has also
den ied the se refuge es their righ t to return to
their hom es or villag es.
W hen the W est B ank an d G aza Strip we re
occupied in 1967, the U.N. reported that
approximately 200,000 Palestinians fled their
hom es. Thes e 196 7 refug ees an d their
desce nda nts tod ay nu m ber ab out 834,000
persons.
As a result of home d emolitions, revocation of
residency rights and construction of illegal settlements on stolen Palestinian owned-land,
at least 57,000 Palestin ians h ave b ecom e disp laced in the o ccup ied W est Ba nk. Th is
num ber includes 15,000 persons so far d isp laced b y th e co nstru ction of Israe l's
An nex ation/A partheid W all.

Th e R igh t to Re turn ha s a solid le ga l ba sis:
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The U niversal Declaration of Hum an Rig hts article 13 affirms: "Eve ryone has the right to
leave any country, including his own, and return to his country."
The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
[Article 5 (d)(ii)], states: "State parties undertake to prohibit and to eliminate racial
discrimination on all its forms and to guarantee the right of everyone, without distinction
as to race, color, or national or ethnic origin, to equality before the law, notably in the
enjo ym ent of ... the right to leave an y cou ntry, including one's o wn , and to re turn
to on e's cou ntry."
The Internation al Conv ention on Civil and Po litical Rights [Article 12(4)], states: "No one
shall be arb itrarily dep rived of the right to en ter his ow n cou ntry."

Mo reover, the Principle of Self Determination gua rantee s, inter alia, th e right of ow nersh ip
and do m icile in one 's own co un try. Th e UN ado pted this p rinciple in 1947 . In 19 69 and there after,
it was explicitly app lied to th e Pales tinian Peop le, includ ing "th e lega lity of the Pe oples' strug gle
for Self-Determina tion and Liberation", (GAO R 253 5 (xxiv), 262 8 (xxv), 267 2 (xxv), 279 2 (xxvi)).
Interna tiona l law d em and s that neither occupation nor sovereignty diminish the rights of
ow ne rsh ip. When the Ottomans surrendered in 1920, Palestinian ownership of the land was

m ainta ined . The lan d an d prop erty of the refu gees rem ains th eir own and they a re entitled to
return to it.
In 1948, the international comm unity felt a deep sense of
responsibility for the mass dispossession, ethnic cleansing and the
Zionist transfer policy that began then. United Nations Mediator
Coun t Folke Bernad otte, who w as later assassinated b y a Zionist
terrorist hit squad , stated: "It would be an offence against the
principles of elemental justice if these innocent victims of
the conflict were denied the right to return to their homes,
while Jewish imm igrants flow into Palestine" (UN Doc Al 648,
1948). This remains true today as any Jew, regardless of national
origin, ca n gain aut om atic citizensh ip w hile Pale stinian Arabs a re
denied their right to return to their own homeland.
Consistent with International Law, The United Nations General
Assembly adopted Resolution 194 on December 11, 1948.
Para graph 11 state s: "th e [Pa lestin ian ] refug ees w ishing to retu rn
to their homes and live at peace with their neighbors should be
permitted to do so at the earliest practicable date, and that
compen sation should be paid for the property of those choosing not
to return and for loss of or dam age to property which, under
principles of international law or in equity, should be made good by
the Gov ernm ents or au thorities respo nsib le."
UN General Assembly Resolution 194 has been affirmed by the UN over 130 times since its
introduction in 1948 with universal consensus except for Israel and the U.S. This resolution was
further clarified by UN General Assembly Resolution 3236 which reaffirms in Subsection 2: "the
inalienable right of Palestinians to return to their homes and property from w hich they have been
displaced a nd up rooted, and calls for their return."
Israe l's adm issio n to th e U N w as co nd ition al on its acceptance of UN resolutions including
194 . Den ying the righ t of Palestin ian refu gees to return to th eir hom es an d lan ds is a w ar crim e
and an act of aggression which deserves action by the international comm unity. The international
community can apply sanctions on Israel until it complies with international law.

Th e rig ht of refu ge es to r etu rn is not on ly sacred an d le ga l bu t als o p os sible.
Dem ograp hic stu dies sh ow th at 80% of Israelis live in 15% of the land and that the
remaining 20% live on 85% of the land that belongs to the refugees. Further, of the 20%, 18%
live in P alestin ian cities wh ile the rem ainin g 2% live in kib butz im and mo shav s. By con trast,
m ore th an 6,0 00 refug ee s live p er s qu are kilo m ete r in t he Ga za Strip, while over the
barbed wire their lands are practically empty. Ninety seven percent of the entire refugee
pop ulatio n curren tly lives w ithin 1 00 k m of their hom es. Fifty perce nt live w ithin 4 0 km . Wh ile
ma ny live with in sight of their hom es.
The inalienable rights of refugees are no t neg otiab le. Internatio nal la w con siders ag reem ents
between an occupier and the occupied to be null and void if they deprive civilians of recognized
hu m an rights inc lud ing the rig hts to repa triatio n an d rest itution.
The US is bound by its laws not to fund regim es that violate hum an rights an d basic freedom s.
There is no more elemental right than one's right to his/her home and to live in his/her land. The
US cou ld use the leverag e of the ma ssive financial supp ort it gives to the State of Israel to press
for this righ t.
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